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Click here to register

If you have already registered and can volunteer time during the conference, please contact Gwen:
rotarydistrict6360@gmail.com. Or show up at the registration desk and ask how you can help!

To learn about hotel options go to READ MORE below. Note: Rooms are still available at the Boulevard Inn.

For more information about the conference GO HERE

Read More

Membership Growth April 26
Submitted by AG Mike Gallagher

https://www.dacdb.com/index.html?EventID=77887459
https://www.district6360.com/district-conference-2026-speakers/
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=332525


District Recognition Points Challenge
Submitted by District Rotary Foundation Chair Kathy Gallagher



District 6360 Recognition Points Challenge… Now Through May 19!
It’s time to take advantage of the matching points program! District 6360 will match donations to the Annual Fund SHARE of at least $100 with
an equal number of Foundation Recognition Points. The maximum match is 500 points. More Rotarians will either earn their Paul Harris Fellow or
be closer to becoming a Paul Harris Fellow!

The Rotary Foundation has made it very easy: Join Rotary Direct today and sign up to contribute monthly, quarterly or a one-time gift. Scan the
QR code or login to my.rotary.org/en/donate.
We do the rest!
Remember – the challenge ends May19th!

Questions? Email Teresa Brandell or Kathy Gallagher

East Lansing Rotary Award
Submitted by East Lansing Rotary Club Rotary Foundation Chair Joe Osypczuk

Our East Lansing Rotary Club has received this framed award from the Rotary Club Dnipro City for our help with the humanitarian efforts that Ody
Norkin has been working on for the past couple of years. I thought this should be shared with all of you, many who have supported the efforts of
Ody Norkin. To read more about this project, click here.

http://my.rotary.org/en/donate
mailto:�teresa.m.brandell@gmail.com�?subject=District%20Matching%20Recognition%20Points
mailto:kgallagher@bcacs.org.?subject=District%20Matching%20Recognition%20Points
https://www.eastlansingrotaryclub.com/east-lansing-rotary-club-foundation-partnering-to-raise-funds-for-ukraine/


Public Image Drop In Open Office Hour

Join PDE and Public Image Chair Chris Lewis for a one-on-one drop-in session to discuss your Rotary Public Image needs. These are virtual
events.

May 14, 2026 12:00PM-1:00PM click here
June 11, 2026 12:00PM-1:00PM click here

Bring any questions that you have about how to improve/enhance public image in your club!

https://bit.ly/piopenhours
https://bit.ly/piopenhours


Interact Conference Follow Up

Tornado Relief Grant Awarded



Submitted by Rotary District 6360 Foundation Treasurer Rick Merrill

Rotary District 6360 Foundation Treasurer Rick Merrill presents Rotary District 6360 Foundation's first Tornado Relief Grant check for $15,000 to
Union City Rotary President, Paula DeJongh and Union City Rotary Disaster Coordinator. Joni Manchester.

To date, contributions totaling $55,468 have been given to the Foundation's Tornado Relief Fund to benefit Edswardburg, Three Rivers and Union
City in their cleanup and recovery efforts.
To learn more about the Rotary District 6360 Foundation, click here.

Rotary Club of Sturgis - Scholarship Drive
Submitted by Cathy Jo Matteson

"Would you like to support local high school graduates pursuing higher education?
Scan the sponsor QR code or contact Cathy Jo Matteson to learn more."

https://www.district6360.com/district-6360-foundation/
mailto:cathyjomattson@gmail.com?subject=Scholarship%20Drive


Interact Advisor Announcement

Attention High School Interact Advisors!
The District 6360 Interact advisory council is seeking new members for next year’s council. Please send your nominees to Kim Lewis. We’d like

you to join us for another awesome year with lots of fun for the youth!

mailto:kimstevelewis@gmail.com?subject=Interact%20Advisors


Delton Rotary Gala — Hollywood and Horsepower
Submitted by Club Public Image Chair Wyoma Smith

Speaker Joe Dittmar held everyone spellbound with his story of survival.
On April 16, 2026, the Delton Kellogg Education Foundation and Delton Area Rotary Club co-sponsored the annual Spring Gala, Hollywood and
Horsepower. The event was held at the Gilmore Car Museum located in Hickory Corners. Leading into the event, we faced many uncertainties due
to the tornado that went through Hickory Corners, causing massive power outages. The Gilmore was impacted. The day of the event started off
with more rain and high winds, causing additional power restoration delays. However, we never lost hope and all of us kept executing our plans to
make sure every last detail was correct, and all attendees could enjoy a beautiful event.
Our guest speaker, Joe Dittmar, delivered a powerful and moving speech about his evacuation from the South Tower on September 11. All
attendees (more than 160) were held spellbound as he recounted how he made it out of the building to safety. To quote Joe, "Stick to the Plan!"

Read More

Rotary International Convention — Join us in Taipei

Click the image above to launch the video.

Breakout sessions are your one-stop shop for in-depth learning, inspiration, and
networking at the Rotary International Convention 13-17 June in Taipei, Taiwan.

Robin Hollingsworth, of the Rotary Club of Franklin, Kentucky, said last year at her
first convention that the sessions hook people and make them convention regulars.

“You’ll have to keep coming for the number of workshops alone and their quality and
magnitude.”

To learn more about Breakout Sessions, click here
Do it! Make Taipei your first Rotary International Convention.

Unite for good with us at the 2026 Rotary International Convention in Taipei, Taiwan, 13–17 June 2026.

All RI events take place at Farglory Dome (Taipei Dome) and Taipei Nangang Exhibition Center (TaiNEX) unless otherwise indicated.

Learn about the Beyond Borders dinner in READ MORE

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339913
https://cdn1-originals.webdamdb.com/13799_164997977?cache=1765347310&response-content-disposition=inline;filename=2025_109_Ambient_04.mp4&Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOlt7IlJlc291cmNlIjoiaHR0cCo6Ly9jZG4xLW9yaWdpbmFscy53ZWJkYW1kYi5jb20vMTM3OTlfMTY0OTk3OTc3P2NhY2hlPTE3NjUzNDczMTAmcmVzcG9uc2UtY29udGVudC1kaXNwb3NpdGlvbj1pbmxpbmU7ZmlsZW5hbWU9MjAyNV8xMDlfQW1iaWVudF8wNC5tcDQiLCJDb25kaXRpb24iOnsiRGF0ZUxlc3NUaGFuIjp7IkFXUzpFcG9jaFRpbWUiOjIxNDc0MTQ0MDB9fX1dfQ__&Signature=BHKKzZn2nRl3hMCUlGyTd-nabcDBcqR7UwBmM8eqyTXRonftEnYte3q-wUYSW9BvgvhmW1N3J2mvfEkJp3ynvRjYTfSIjG4DJ9OzAx4LbmGtBGUnoNPGQYfUl0B-JwxReNI0tHZRWtScOBcx3MZDhVu7N-2rFKN5oMtjTtE~nc-sgR-fPdjvrstKGFhzPqL48UVOkuwSs1yePoTCrhzpsK2vjIQc4iq7Z4cb8WcyN5~BwFOwK5qG-ZgTvw0wJmCLaACxh6oJufVl7zjm-cbVty2b3bVK12BTqOW-CCWoAf1sYYPV4g2KQDRwcuN4VZkGQ5GcerWD3X1eE9AQC4Pr9Q__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAI2ASI2IOLRFF2RHA
https://convention.rotary.org/en-us/
https://www.rotary.org/en/breakout-sessions-for-lifelong-learners-in-taipei
http://convention.rotary.org/
https://www.farglorydome.com.tw/
https://www.tainex.com.tw/


Read More

Bikes for Malawi: Pedaling from Poverty to Prosperity
Story submitted by Williamston Rotary Club International Service Committee member Raj Wiener

For the Appeal letter link,, click here. For the District Leadership Committee Meeting link click here.

Battle Creek Club — 25 Projects within reach
Submitted by Club President Charles Asher

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=332357
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aZXdWK1NCZosciHU_dukIQnMZHhOumsj/view
https://youtu.be/RPe5XZetTVs.


Rotary Club of Gull Lake continues training
Submitted by Club Mental Health and Wellness Committee Chair Cathy Knauf



14 Gull Lake Area Rotary club members recently took part in CPR training at the Richland Fire Station.

Our club continues to prioritize mental health and has actively participated in 4 training sessions over the past 4 years, which have included:
Mental Health First Aid,
Suicide Prevention,
Naloxone (Narcan)/ overdose training & this year, CPR.

A special thanks to Fire Chief Luedecking, & Don, Zack & Josiah of the Richland Township fire department for updating us on proper procedure
and providing this important & useful training. We are better prepared to help in emergency situations if the need ever arises.

Read More

Rotary Youth Leadership Awards | July 17–19

RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) | July
17–19, 2026

Registration is OPEN | RYLA 2026 Brochure
Deadline is May 31, 2026. The cost is $300 per camper. Additional

details, including a registration packet, are available here

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339923
https://www.district6360.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/RYLA-text-color-200.png
https://www.district6360.com/ryla/
https://www.district6360.com/ryla/
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/6360/Downloads/0/RYLA Information Folder/2026 RYLA Brochure.pdf
https://www.district6360.com/ryla/


Read More

Congratulations Williamston Sunrise Rotary Satellite Volunteer Services Committee
Submitted by District 6360 Environmental Action Team Member John Bollman,

and Club Member Alexandria Fulton

Photo courtesy of redcedarriver.org

State Designation of the Red Cedar River Water Trail

We did it! The Red Cedar River Water Trail has been designated a state trail. This was our ultimate goal when we first decided to develop the Red
Cedar River Water Trail and bring a recreational resource to our region.

Thanks to the Satellite Committee for originally spearheading this project and to the Williamston Rotary for supporting it. Thanks also to the many
partners we brought together, including the City of Williamston, Williamstown Township, Meridian Township, Michigan State University, Lansing
Parks and Recreation, the Tri-County Planning Commission, the Middle Grand River Organization of Watersheds, the Lansing Oar and Paddle Club,
the Haslett-Okemos Rotary Club, and the Scouts. Thanks also to our area elected officials who supported the project. It was a collective effort that
made it happen. One of the things that Rotary does best is uniting individuals and organizations behind projects that support the community. This
is a great example of what Rotary can accomplish.

Submitted by John Bollman and Alexandria Fulton

We did it! The Red Cedar River Water Trail has been designated a state trail. This was our ultimate goal when we first decided to develop the Red
Cedar River Water Trail and bring a recreational resource to our region.

Thanks to the Satellite Committee for originally spearheading this project and to the Williamston Rotary for supporting it. Thanks also to the many
partners we brought together, including the City of Williamston, Williamstown Township, Meridian Township, Michigan State University, Lansing
Parks and Recreation, the Tri-County Planning Commission, the Middle Grand River Organization of Watersheds, the Lansing Oar and Paddle Club,
the Haslett-Okemos Rotary Club, and the Scouts.
Thanks also to our area elected officials who supported the project. It was a collective effort that made it happen. One of the things that Rotary
does best is uniting individuals and organizations behind projects that support the community. This is a great example of what Rotary can
accomplish.

Congratulations Satellite Volunteer Services Committee!
Read More

Kalamazoo Teen Awarded Prestigious Rotary International Youth Exchange to
Argentina

Submitted by Marvinetta Woodley-Penn, Rotary Club of Kalamazoo, STRIVE Mentoring Program Coordinator

https://youtu.be/Nycy6etne48
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=332139
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339928


Pictured above:
Loy Norrix High School Senior Kylie Ruiz to Embark on 10-Month Cultural Immersion,

Seeks Community Support to Fulfill Dream
KALAMAZOO, Mich. – February 5, 2026 – Kylie Ruiz, a 17-year-old senior at Loy Norrix High School, has been selected for the highly
competitive Rotary International Youth Exchange Program for the 2026-2027 academic year. The Afro-Latina, straight-A student will spend ten
months living with a host family and attending high school in Argentina, immersing herself in a culture and heritage which she is passionate to
explore.
Raised in a single-parent home, Kylie and her older brother were supported by a mother dedicated to helping her children achieve their dreams.
Kylie has excelled academically and is actively involved in her school, church, and community. Now, her dream of international travel and cultural
connection is now becoming a reality through Rotary.
“This is more than a trip; it’s a journey to understand myself and my roots,” said Kylie. “I want to come back to Kalamazoo and show other kids
that it’s cool to dream big, and that there are programs and people who can help make those dreams happen.”
Kylie was encouraged to apply by her mentor in the Rotary Club of Kalamazoo’s STRIVE mentoring program at Loy Norrix. The mentor, also the
founder of Global Girls—an organization dedicated to empowering young women—helped navigate the application process and secure family
support.

Read More

East Lansing Rotary Spring Activities
Submitted by Club President Mari Beth Fletcher

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339940


Rotarians Bob Page, Maribeth Fletcher, and Jim Little admired East Lansing Rotary Club’s $5,000 donation for the pickleball courts, which are well-
used and noisy.

Read More

Cereal City Rotary's Children's Book Published
Submitted by Club Public Image Chair, Cassie Scramlin

Cereal City Sunrise Rotary Publishes Children’s Book to Promote
Diabetes Awareness and Healthy Living
Battle Creek, MI — In response to growing concerns about Diabetes in the
community, the Cereal City Sunrise Rotary has published a new children’s book
titled Ben’s Diabetes Journey to help educate young readers about health,
wellness, and prevention.
The initiative is designed to create a lasting and positive impact by reaching
students early with important, age-appropriate information. The book is
presented in both English and Spanish, making it accessible to a broader range
of families in the community.
As part of the program, members of Cereal City Sunrise Rotary plan to read the
book to every third-grade student in Calhoun County, Michigan and provide
each child with a personal copy to take home. Through this effort, club
members hope to build understanding, spark meaningful family conversations
about healthy habits, and empower children with knowledge in a way that is
both engaging and memorable.

Read More

Karl Sandelin Grant Extended
Karl Sandelin Grant Application — EXTENDED!

The Rotary District 6360 Foundation awards Karl Sandelin grants every June to Rotary Clubs in Rotary District 6360. Rotary Clubs must complete
and submit the attached Karl Sandelin grant application by April 30th each year. HOWEVER, due to area-wide power outages and other
circumstances, we are extending the deadline until MAY 11 at 5pm. See the application for eligibility and required criteria for award approval.
Please contact any RD6360 Foundation board member with questions or concerns.

Please click this link to download the Application and Criteria (PDF)

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339974
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=340043
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/6360/Downloads/0/District%206360%20Foundation/SandelinGrantApplic-Current.pdf


District Leaders: Register now for our 2026 One Rotary/15 Nations Cancun Summit

Click here to register for the institute. Click here to reserve your room.

Memorial Day 2026 | Kalamazoo

https://4grj2.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vrWHb8hb7SHTygXAfR4/tJGaWNnMsRax
https://portal.clubrunner.ca/50077/events/one-rotary-cancun-summit


The Rotary Club of Kalamazoo invites you to the Memorial Day Celebration on May 25, 2026, at 11:00 am. Let’s come together as a community in
giving special recognition, remembrance and to honor those who have served to preserve and protect our freedom.

Location: Riverside Cemetery, 1015 Gull Road, Kalamazoo, MI 49048
Time: 11:00 am

We are proud to welcome U.S. Army Major General (Ret) Dennis Lutz (a Rotarian) as our special guest speaker.
Sponsored and organized by the Rotary Club of Kalamazoo, Veterans Committee.

(The Kalamazoo Memorial Day Parade precedes the ceremony. Charlie's PLACE is the host of that event, which kicks off at 10 AM at the
Kalamazoo County Building, 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave.)

Public Image Committee seeking members
Submitted by District Public Image Chair and DGN Chris Lewis

Are you passionate about storytelling, marketing, or helping organizations shine in their communities? The Rotary District 6360 Public Image
Committee is looking for engaged and creative individuals to join our team. We meet monthly to collaborate on strategies that strengthen the
public image of our clubs and the district as a whole, while also supporting individual clubs in building and elevating their own visibility and
impact. If you have ideas, energy, and a desire to help Rotary grow its presence and tell its story more effectively, we’d love to have you
involved. To express your interest or learn more, please email chrislewis.rotary@gmail.com.

Rotary Night at the Growlers | Join in the Fun
Proceeds will go to the Parks Foundation of Kalamazoo County to support a
commemorative Rota-Kiwan Picnic Pavilion Project at the Arthur and Mildred
Woollam Nature Preserve, home of the former "Rota-Kiwan" Scout Camp
established in 1919 jointly (see history of camp) with the Rotary and Kiwanis
clubs of Kalamazoo.
Tickets: https://kalamazoogrowlers.nwltickets.com/
Mention ROTARY6/11 for group tickets

https://www.kalamazoorotary.org/index.php?storyid=303092
https://kalamazoo-growlers.nwltickets.com/


What's Included?

SEATING IN THE MILLER LITE TRAP!
ALL-INCLUSIVE BALLPARK BUFFET
PRIVATE GROUP SEATING AREA FOR ROTARY AND FRIENDS

The Kalamazoo Growlers are affiliated with the Northwoods League, the
largest organized baseball league in the world with 26 teams.

News from Zones 28 & 32

2025-2026 Membership Meetups, the 1st Monday of each month at 7:30 PM ET. For club and district membership committee members and
anyone interested in strategies for increasing Rotary's membership reach!



Read More

Introducing: “One-Page” website option for Rotary Clubs in District 6360

The “One-Pager” website option is offered to Rotary Clubs in
District 6360.

DACdb EZ Websites offers many options to improve a Rotary's Public Image.
EZ Website has been developed from the ground up to be a great way for
clubs to create their own website with no website or coding knowledge. EZ
Website is much easier for a novice webmaster to use, yet has powerful
features and great integration with your club data — making much less work for
the club to manage.
But what if you don’t need a full website?
(Read more to expand article)

Read More

How to submit newsletter stories

District newsletters are intended to be published on the first of each month;
except holidays.

If you have an item you’d like to submit for the newsletter, please submit it at least three days prior to the publication date.
Submissions should be sent to:

RotaryDistrict6360@gmail.com

We welcome graphics! Please make sure that the graphics are in the PNG, or GIF format.
All word documents or PDFs need to be converted to PNG or JPG formats.

If you need to convert a document or file, visit a website like Canva to utilize free file converters. Click here to open Canva.

Please note: do not email photos or graphics directly from your smartphone. There are hidden metadata (EXIF which affects orientation
data) that does not convert easily without time and effort on my part. Please save the photo images to your laptop and send them as a jpg or a

png.

Items can be news from your club, projects, events, and fun things!
Thanks for helping make our District newsletter entertaining and newsworthy!

Gwen's Pen - May

Gwen's Pen - DisCon 26

I am sure by now each of you have received numerous media releases about the wonders of the District Conference at the Carousel in St. Joseph
on May 15th & 16th. The interesting speakers, the fun activities, the honors and celebrations, the beach and the carousel. I am literally counting

the days (25) until we all gather together to celebrate the people and successes of this past Rotary year.
What are YOU most excited to see or do during DisCon?

For me, it's twofold — I'm eager to meet up with Rotarians and learn about their lives and club experiences; to put faces to names and express
my gratitude for all your support during my first year as you DAA. And I am very excited about the Silent and Live Auctions. Disclaimer: I am

helping to organize those activities so they have become dear to my heart. If you haven't participated in a DisCon auction, here are the basics:
Rotary Clubs, Areas, or Rotarians donate a basket filled with goodies, we create signage to promote the baskets and put them on display. Each

basket will have a bidding sheet and during the open hours members can jot down their information to bid on a particular basket or baskets. You
may bid as often as you like. The silent auction will be open on Friday from 8:00AM until 9:00PM and Saturday from 8:00AM until it closes at

5:30PM. Then we determine which bidder won and will announce the winners during the Live Auction on Saturday night.
The Live Auction will start at 7:30PM and will feature two MCs, Troy Thrash and Dann Systma (I can guarantee that you will enjoy their

https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=336134
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=336073
mailto:RotaryDistrict6360@gmail.com
https://www.canva.com/features/image-converter/


personalities and antics!) There are usually 4–5 baskets that are auctioned during the Live Auction and the winners are pronounced as an item is
"sold." All baskets may be picked up at the registration desk area where you may make payment by check, cash or credit card. All proceeds

from the auctions are to benefit PolioPlus.

We are still accepting basket donations and if you wish to participate please contact me at rotarydistrict6360@gmail.com.

If you haven't already registered for DisCon26, you can register here.
Or learn more about the conference by visiting the District Website.

I hope to see you there!

At last, Spring has sprung! Don't forget your sunscreen, my friends.

rotarydistrict6360@gmail.com
Contact me if you have any questions about my stories. I am here to help you!

Read More

Events

April 22nd, 6:30
Disaster Response Committee Zoom Meeting

May 4th, 5:00
DisCon26 Team Zoom Meeting

May 6th, 5:30-6:30 PM
Young Leaders Spring Zoom Meeting

May 7th, 3:30-5:00 PM
DGLine/DAA Monthly Zoom meetings

May 8th, 6:00-9:00 PM
AG Cocktail Party

May 11th, 5:00-6:00 PM
DisCon26 Team Zoom Meeting

May 12th, 9:30-10:30 AM
DCO Monthly Meeting

May 14th, 12:00-1:00 PM
Public Image Open Office Hours

May 14th, 7:00-8:00 PM
President-Elect's Monthly Zoom Meeting CANCELED

May 15th, 8:00-5:00 PM
DEADLINE: Grant Funded Club Projects and final reports due

May 15th, 8:00
DisCon at the Carousel 2026

May 16th, 9:00-10:00 AM
District 6360 Annual Meeting

May 30th, 12:00-2:00 PM
Club TRF Chairs and Dist TRF Committee

May 31st, 12:30-5:00 PM
Local Grants application deadline

May 31st, 8:00-5:00 PM
District Grant Applications Due

May 31st, 8:00-5:00 PM
DEADLINE: Community Grant Application from Clubs (online)

June 1st, 6:30-7:30 PM
Club President Monthly Zoom Meeting

June 4th, 3:30-5:00 PM
DGLine/DAA Monthly Zoom meetings

Visit District Website https://www.district6360.com/ Visit District Facebook https://www.facebook.com/RotaryDistrict6360/reels/
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